In order to focus on student success, provide quality instruction, and communicate openly and honestly with students and parents, secondary teachers will publish a course syllabus each term.


2009-2010 Course Syllabus for Algebra    Term 4
Teacher: Paula Lee  E-mail: paula.lee@biloxischools.net
Teacher’s Web Site: http://www.biloxischools.net/schools/bjh/Faculty/paula.lee/
Objectives: This is a general overview of what the teacher will teach and what the student is expected to master.
Students should enter Algebra I with fluency in computing with all four operations using rational numbers and basic knowledge and understanding of how to use formulas to solve problems.  Solving equations and graphing is extended to include linear and non-linear functions and relations and higher degree-equations.  Concepts and computations with matrices are introduced.  The analysis of graphs includes scatter plots.  Written and oral justifications to support solution methods and solutions are required.  

2 Understand, represent, and analyze patterns, relations, and functions.

f Use algebraic and graphical methods to solve systems of linear equations and 

inequalities in mathematical and real-world situations. 

l Biloxi Write, graph, and analyze inequalities in two variables to include real-life applications.
5 Represent, analyze and make inferences based on data with and without the use of

technology.

a1 Draw conclusions and make predictions from scatter plots. 

a2 Gather and analyze data to construct a scatter plot. 

b Use linear regression to find the line-of-best fit from a given set of data.
Tests and Grades

Grading:  A=90-100  B=80-89  C=75-79  D=70-74  F=below 70  I=incomplete
Grading follows the policies of Biloxi Public Schools.  A mid-term progress report and a report card following the end of each term are issued.  The student’s current grades are available via Internet IOD. (http://iiod.ssts.com/Home.asp?state=MS)
Tests: 
Formal assessments (or tests) will be given on a regular basis, and the students will be notified ahead of time of its date.  If a student is absent on the date of a test, it is his/her responsibility to schedule a make up date for the test.  Projects may be assigned, and will be worth one test grade.  Tests are worth 55% of the term average.  At the the end of the term, a common term assessment, or CTA will be given.  It is comprehensive of all the material covered in the term and is worth 20% of the term average. 

Retesting:  Retesting is allowed for up to ten days after original test date.  It is the responsibility of the student to schedule a re-test.  In order to re-test the student must attend at least 30 minutes of extra tutoring outside of class to be arranged with his/her teacher.  Re-teaching is not individual tutorial.  Re-Teaching/Tutorial is for all students who may need assistance in preparation for upcoming unit tests or re-tests.  The student must complete all re-testing assignments with proficiency prior to re-testing.  The re-test may be a modified version of the original test to allow students to finish within the allotted re-testing time.  Term tests can not be re-tested.    
Homework/Assignments/Projects: Daily grades include homework, classwork, and informal assessments (or quizzes).  Homework will be given on a regular basis.  Homework is due the day after it is assigned unless otherwise noted.  A penalty will be applied for tardiness on late assignments.  If a student misses a daily grade due to absence, it is the responsibility of the student to follow up on what he/she missed.  Quizzes are given periodically to track student progress and will be graded for accuracy.  Daily grades are worth 25% of the term average. 
Course Requirements:  It is expected that students come to class prepared each day with necessary materials.  Students are expected to enter the classroom quietly, take his/her seat, and prepare for class.  Students are expected to keep notes, bell-ringers, examples, guided practice and independent practice in the binder for each lesson covered.   
Important Dates:

  Midterm progress report: 04/22/10   Common Term Assessment: 05/21/10&05/22/10   
I look forward to a productive year with all of my students.  I feel that an open line of communication between teacher, student, and parent is imperative to student success.  Please feel free to contact me by school e-mail or by school phone (228.435.1421)
Classroom Supplies Needed:  Notebook, Paper, Pencils

Reteaching/Tutorial:  Tuesday afternoon from 3:00-3:40. 

http://www.biloxischools.net


